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A report of this case is deemed important for the reason that it demonstrates the necessity for a correct diagnosis of retarded school children, in order that teachers may know how to proceed with their training. The essential features in the story are a paralyzed arm, which was wrongly supposed to indicate a brain lesion; failure to learn to read or write by ordinary school methods; discouragement and lack of interest, resulting from the fact that the boy's first teachers had not understood his condition; and his subsequent rapid progress and eventual restoration to his proper grade as a result of correct diagnosis and intelligent teaching.
Thomas entered the first grade at the Wadsworth School, in September, 1914, The essential feature in this examination from the point of view of the child's school work, is the fact that it showed the paralysis of the arm to be a lower motor neurone lesion, and not a brain affair at all. Traction upon the arm at birth may have torn the roots of the motor nerves of the arm. The atrophy of the muscles, and the absence of certain of the arm reflexes point to a nerve lesion. This, together with the fact that the child was practically at age according to the mental tests, and also judged from his behavior, seemed to indicate that he could be trained if proper methods were employed. His subsequent history bears out this prognosis.
The general idea, underlying the method used in teaching Thomas, is as follows: A child's life is largely made up of action, and his birthright is free motor activity. Therefore, if we aim to awaken his mental powers, we must begin with play, which stimulates spontaneously and yet harmoniously. In this way games furnish a better field for the development of child nature than any other exercise which can be employed in a school course. That which spontaneously holds the child's attention is the line of least resistance, and by means of his play interests, correlated with the school work, the power to think quickly, to judge accurately, and to act, as well as the qualities of politeness and self restraint, can be unconsciously acquired. Thomas' work was planned along this line. In his reading, which was the first problem, as it is the center about which the entire primary work revolves, the first words and sentences were ones for him to act.
For the first sight words, run, march, walk, fly, jump, etc., were given. Through play he soon learned to know a long list of action words, and the reading matter selected as he was ready for it, was also full of the action of real life. Along with this sight word play, he began on the very first day to learn, also through play, the sounds of the letters. 
